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Aotearoa Sketches
(2024)

This piece was commissioned by Joe Smith and the Colorado Brass Quintet for their performance at the 2025 NABBA Championships and written in the fall of
2024. 1 had recently been on a trip to New Zealand with my wife, and while I live a rather charmed life that involves frequent travel to various interesting
locations this was a life-changing experience and it became the inspiration for this piece. While not strictly programmatic, the general inspirations are as follows:

Part 1 - Over the Tasman Sea

The Tasman Sea lies between Australia and New Zealand, and the last leg of my initial journey was a flight across it from Sydney to Christchurch. I could see the
coast as we approached from the West, with cloud cover finally giving way to snow capped mountain peaks and colorful valleys as we descended into the beauty
of the South Island. Even with natural anticipation I was unprepared for the emotions of seeing it from the air, so hopefully this captures a sliver of the moments as
they unfolded.

Part 2 - Switchbacks

Speaking of being unprepared, one of the first things I had to do was learn how to drive the rental car. It was fairly straightforward, and we had planned things
well to give me time to get comfortable, and the roads are extremely well engineered and clearly marked... but it’s still learning to drive an unfamiliar right-hand
drive car, on the wrong side of the road, while jet lagged, with fun things like one-way bridges over ravines. I did catch on pretty quickly and even managed my
fear of heights with relation to various mountain roads, but there was definitely a fair bit of excitement especially descending into Milford Sound through the 1.2
km Homer Tunnel with its 1:10 incline and immediately following snowy switchbacks that give this section its title.

Part 3 - Dark Sky Bright

My wife and I are already hoping to return to New Zealand, and one thing we hope to do is some star-gazing in one of the many dark sky areas where there is
minimal light pollution and you can see an incredible array of stars with the naked eye. While we didn’t make a trip to a special area for it on this trip, we did
pause by a lake on our way back from looking at glow worms, turn off our headlamps, and let our eyes adjust to find out what we could see. It was incredibly
peaceful with a chilly breeze coming off the lake, seeing more and more stars appear with their natural twinkle until I finally realized that the cloudy fog I was
hoping would clear up or move was in fact the Milky Way. That realization and accompanying effect was mesmerizing and made me feel connected, alone, and
immensely small all in the same moment.

Part 4 - Riaumoko

While we did go hiking near Tongariro and see lots of neat volcanic landscape, it was chilly and snowy so this is an imagined homage to New Zealand’s volcanic
origins (and present state) rather than a reference to a specific moment or remembered place from my trip. I did however enjoy learning about New Zealand
history and Maori culture in particular throughout the trip, so this was a chance to imagine Riaumoko, the Maori god of earthquakes, volcanoes, and seasons,
along with his role in the creation and ongoing evolution of such a magical place.
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For Joe Smith and the Colorado Brass Quintet, NABBA 2025
American Score Aotearoa Sketches

Part 1 - Over the Tasman Sea ,
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Part 3 - Dark Sky Bright
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poco cresc. and bring out note changes
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